March 21st, 2000

Hi Gavin

The big news over here I suppose is the presidential election in Taiwan. There were 3 candidates -- the KMT representative (the KMT has ruler Taiwan for 50 years, often with an iron hand, since it took it over the Island in 1949 following its defeat by the communists), a former KMT member and a candidate from the DPP (?Democratic Progressive Party) which advocates independence for Taiwan. The mainland was dreading a win for the DPP candidate and has been making threatening noises about war if he should win. Well, he did win with about 39% of the vote. The KMT candidate came a very poor third. China has been very quiet since the result was announced -- it is mainly people with internet access on the mainland who know all about the election as there was almost nothing in the newspapers. On Sunday there were violent protests outside the KMT headquarters, blaming the president Lee Tung Hui (?sp) for the loss. So we'll have to wait and see what happens now. It's probably good that the KMT is out of power as they seem to have grown too powerful and corrupt (though less so now perhaps). The protests were also continuing yesterday.

I went for another run on Saturday – Sai Kung and down to Tai Long Wan (Big Wave Bay). Temperatures OK, but very humid. The first half had a lot of running and it felt good. Then Stage 3 of the Maclehose trail which is very hilly. The last 1½ hours became quite tough and I actually sat down several times. The time was 4 hours 59 minutes which was only 14 minutes slower than the last time. But my hip is still causing trouble. Although I did not feel it during the week, I could feel it within about 20 minutes of the run (the road past Outward Bound and down to Pak Tam Chung). I’m sure it must have some effect on performance.

I saw an interesting news item on TV last night. It is about the Manila Police Force. As there are a large number of seriously overweight cops, they have launched Operation ‘Pot Belly’. All police officers have 6 months to get their weight and girth down to certain figures or they lose their jobs. For men, the waist measurement must be less than 34”. Every morning they have PE and some (?all) have to climb nearby Mt Pinatubo twice a month (?week). (This is the mountain that erupted a few years ago sending a cloud of ash around the whole planet.) They showed some of the cops on TV – really gross!!

Another WWII unexploded bomb was found the other day -- next to Queen Mary hospital. About 400 patients and 600 nearby residents evacuated. The bomb was exploded without doing any damage.

Nadine and I went in for our Hepatitis B injections. My blood test showed that I already had some antibodies (which suggests I must have had an injection some years ago, though I can’t remember it). So I just needed a booster dose. Nadine had no antibodies so she had the first of a course of 3 injections.

It occurred to me last night to check the expiry date of my passport. Expires in 2003. So I though you should check yours. I can’t remember if they gave you 5-year or 10-year passports.

Nadine was performing in the play last night. She says she enjoyed it. Another two nights. I will go on the last night.

Not too much on Kosovo. One major incident involving the French peacekeepers. In one city (forget the name), a river divides the city into two. Mostly Serbs on one side and Albanians on the other. Well they tried to take some Albanians home who lived on the Serbian side and were attacked with rocks, etc. Several soldiers injured. After a while they withdraw. Italian peacekeepers brought in as reinforcements but don’t know what happened. Anyway, seems to be quiet since then. Protest in a southern Serbian town against Milosovic. He had removed the tower from a hill of a TV station that was anti-government. So only about ¼ of normal viewers could receive the signal. A lot of people came onto the streets to protest the attack on the station.

That’s about it. Thinking of you.

Cheers

Dad
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